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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	9

	Subject
	Ownership of Local Veterans Files Created by The American Legion, Department of New York Accredited Representatives


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, The American Legion, Department of New York Accredited Representatives work for government Veteran Service Agencies (VSAs) including counties, cities and towns; and

WHEREAS, These accredited representatives promulgate claims on behalf of Veterans, their dependents and survivors; and

WHEREAS, These accredited representatives create local working files containing papers and records received from the claimant, Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), and other sources concerning the Veteran being represented pursuant to a Power of Attorney) (POA) in favor of The American Legion; and

WHEREAS, According to The Code of Federal Regulations, Title 38, 14.631 Powers of Attorney; disclosure of claimant information (e)(1); only one organization, representative, agent, or attorney will be recognized at one time in the prosecution of a particular claim. Except as provided in  14.629(c) and paragraph (f)(2) of this section, all transactions concerning the claim will be conducted exclusively with the recognized organization, representative, agent, or attorney of record until notice of a change, if any, is received by the appropriate office of VA, and 

WHEREAS, These local files, on behalf of these claimants, are created by American Legion Accredited Representatives; and

	FOR CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE
	
	

	Approved _______      Rejected _______
	
	

	Approved with Amendments _________
	
	Adjutant Signature

	Consolidated with __________________
	
	

	Referred to Standing Committee on


	
	County

Below section to be completed when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.

	Received and Recorded ______________
	
	R. Michael Suter

	Other Action _______________________
	
	Name

	Signature __________________________
	
	Chairman, Rehabilitation Committee

	                     (Chairman)
	
	Title
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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	9

	Subject
	Ownership of Local Veterans Files Created by The American Legion, Department of New York Accredited Representatives


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, American Legion Accredited Representatives are agents of the American Legion; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By the American Legion, Department of New York in Convention assembled in Albany, NY, July 17, 18, 19, 2014 that The American Legion, Department of New York, reaffirms that local Veteran files created by The American Legion Accredited Representatives, pursuant to a POA in favor of The American Legion are the property of The American Legion and not local government; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That, if adopted, each American Legion, Department of New York, accredited representative shall sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) stating that local Veteran files created, pursuant to a POA in favor of The American Legion, are the property of The American Legion and not local government; and, be it finally
RESOLVED, That, if adopted, the Department Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Guide be amended to include a section defining the ownership of local Veterans’ files and this MOU.
	FOR CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE
	
	

	Approved _______      Rejected _______
	
	

	Approved with Amendments _________
	
	Adjutant Signature

	Consolidated with __________________
	
	

	Referred to Standing Committee on


	
	County

Below section to be completed when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.

	Received and Recorded ______________
	
	R. Michael Suter

	Other Action _______________________
	
	Name

	Signature __________________________
	
	Chairman, Rehabilitation Committee

	                     (Chairman)
	
	Title


