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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	8

	Subject
	Justice for Veterans


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, Several studies, including a RAND Corporation Needs Assessment of New York State Veterans commissioned by the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, have demonstrated that nearly one quarter of all returning Veterans in New York State return home with mental health issues including, post traumatic stress disorder, depression, thoughts of suicide, and traumatic brain injuries; and
WHEREAS, The returning Veterans are unable to find employment, suitable employment as well as encountering other problems unique to their military service including social isolation, financial difficulties; and lack of support, evaluation, and treatment difficulties; and

WHEREAS, These same issues are also present in active duty military service members returning to duty stations in New York State; and

WHEREAS, A significant number of Veterans and active duty military members encounter the criminal justice system because of issues or conditions closely related to their military services; and
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	Resolution No.
	8

	Subject
	Justice for Veterans


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, The Veterans and military service members who encounter the criminal justice system do so in a high percentage of cases without proper defense counsel, the prosecutor or judge, although aware of their status as Veterans or active duty military members; is unaware of their status as people with special circumstances directly related to their service to the United States of America and the citizens thereof; and
WHEREAS, Said information should be required to be known by the various members of the criminal justice system; and

WHEREAS, The circumstances in some cases involving affected Veterans and active duty military members should allow for something other than criminal convictions which further stigmatize these Veterans, service members, their families, and others; and

WHEREAS, Legislation has been proposed in New York State which would require information about who is a Veteran, any issues from their military service which may have affected said Veteran, and diversion from the criminal justice system in appropriate cases; and
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	Resolution No.
	8

	Subject
	Justice for Veterans


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, This legislation would require that all Veterans within the criminal justice system be so identified and, in appropriate cases, be diverted from the criminal justice system into appropriate treatment for their condition; wherein such information and treatment is necessary to take into account the service of said Veterans to their country and for the protection and benefit of all residents and citizens of the United States; now therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of New York in Convention assembled July 17, 18, 19, 2014 in Albany, New York; that it urge the New York State Legislature to pass Legislation requiring information about who is a Veteran, any issue from their military service which may have affected the Veteran and diversion from the criminal justice system in appropriate cases.
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