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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	4

	Subject
	Change the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 38.632 "Headstone and Marker Application Process"


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, The American Legion is a national organization of Veterans who have dedicated themselves to the service of the community, state and nation; and 

WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides Veterans’ headstones and markers for unmarked Veterans’ graves anywhere in the world and the choices range from flat bronze, flat marble, upright granite and upright marble, and also make available niche markers for identifying cremated remains in columbaria; and 

WHEREAS, The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 38.632 "Headstone and Marker Application Process" became effective on July 1, 2009; and

WHEREAS, This regulation describes the processes required to apply for a Government headstone and marker, as well as request a new emblem of belief be added to the list of emblems available for inscription on headstones and markers; and

WHEREAS, Headstones and markers for graves in national cemeteries shall be ordered from the Record of Interment (VA Form 40-4956) prepared by the national cemetery superintendent at the time of interment. No further application is required; and

WHEREAS, Headstones and markers for graves in public and private cemeteries shall be ordered using VA Form 40-1330, Application for Headstone, Marker or Medallion; and

	FOR CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE
	
	

	Approved _______      Rejected _______
	
	

	Approved with Amendments _________
	
	Adjutant Signature

	Consolidated with __________________
	
	

	Referred to Standing Committee on


	
	County

Below section to be completed when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.

	Received and Recorded ______________
	
	R. Michael Suter

	Other Action _______________________
	
	Name

	Signature __________________________
	
	Chairman, Rehabilitation Committee

	                     (Chairman)
	
	Title
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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	4

	Subject
	Change the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 38.632 "Headstone and Marker Application Process"


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, Under CFR 38-632, only the decedent's next-of-kin (NOK), authorized representative on behalf of a decedent, or authorized representative on behalf of NOK may apply, using VA Form 40-1330, for a headstone, marker or medallion:, and

WHEREAS, If someone other than the NOK is applying for the headstone, marker or medallion, the application package must include a written statement signed by the NOK or decedent authorizing that person (the applicant) to apply for this benefit, and

WHEREAS, If an unmarked veteran’s grave site is discovered and no NOK is available to sign the VA Form 40-1330, this grave site will go unmarked for eternity under current CFR 38-632 rules; and

WHEREAS, The VA authorizes designated Veteran Service Organization (VSO) accredited representatives to prepare and prosecute claims on behalf of veterans; and

WHEREAS, These accredited representatives routinely assist the NOK complete and submit VA Form 40-1330 and appropriate documentation to apply for a headstone, marker or medallion; and

	FOR CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE
	
	

	Approved _______      Rejected _______
	
	

	Approved with Amendments _________
	
	Adjutant Signature

	Consolidated with __________________
	
	

	Referred to Standing Committee on


	
	County

Below section to be completed when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.

	Received and Recorded ______________
	
	R. Michael Suter

	Other Action _______________________
	
	Name

	Signature __________________________
	
	Chairman, Rehabilitation Committee

	                     (Chairman)
	
	Title
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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	4

	Subject
	Change the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 38.632 "Headstone and Marker Application Process"


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, These accredited representatives could complete a VA Form 40-1330 to order a headstone, marker or medallion for a Veteran’s unmarked grave site when no NOK is available if authorized under CFR 38.632; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of New York, in Convention assembled in Albany, New York, July 17, 18, 19, 2014, that The American Legion support legislation to amend Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 38-632 to specify that VA recognized VSO accredited representatives be authorized to apply for a headstone, marker or medallion, in the absence of any NOK; and, be it finally 

RESOLVED, That if adopted, this resolution be forwarded to the National Organization in Convention assembled August 26, 27, 28, 2014, in Charlotte, NC, for its consideration.

	FOR CONVENTION COMMITTEE USE
	
	

	Approved _______      Rejected _______
	
	

	Approved with Amendments _________
	
	Adjutant Signature

	Consolidated with __________________
	
	

	Referred to Standing Committee on


	
	County

Below section to be completed when resolution is submitted from another authorized source.

	Received and Recorded ______________
	
	R. Michael Suter

	Other Action _______________________
	
	Name

	Signature __________________________
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