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RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	27

	Subject
	Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans are those who served aboard deep-water U.S. Navy vessels, but did not dock or set foot on land in Vietnam; and 

WHEREAS, Blue Water Navy veterans received the presumption of exposure until 2002 when the Department of Veterans Affairs implemented a General Counsel opinion that interpreted the words "service in the Republic of Vietnam” as requiring a presence in country on land or in the internal river system; and  

WHEREAS, Ships operating offshore or in natural bays such as Da Nang Harbor were stripped of the presumption of exposure and the crews were denied benefits.  Veterans who served ashore or in the river system are automatically granted the presumption of exposure for the purposes of disability compensation and health care; and
WHEREAS, The original 1954 Geneva accords recognized Vietnamese sovereignty of the territorial seas; and  

WHEREAS, The United States recognized this sovereignty in the 1973 Paris Peace Accords; and  

WHEREAS, Hydrology evidence shows that dirt and debris from the internal Vietnamese river system discharged into bays and harbors as well as the South China Sea; and  

WHEREAS, The Institute of Medicine found a plausible pathway for Agent Orange which was mixed with petroleum to have entered harbors and the seas surrounding South Vietnam; and  
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	Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
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WHEREAS, A 2002 Russian study confirmed the presence of the Agent Orange dioxin in Nha Trang Harbor; and
WHEREAS, Australian studies revealed that the evaporator distillation process used by steam ships, including U. S. Navy ships, to convert salt water into drinking water actually enriched the Agent Orange dioxin; and  

WHEREAS, Sailors aboard ships operating in the territorial seas used this water for drinking, cleaning, showering, laundry and food preparation; and  

WHEREAS, The Institute of Medicine confirmed the effect of the distillation process; and  

WHEREAS, Many of these Blue Water Vietnam Veterans have health problems commonly associated with herbicide exposure and have endured lengthy legal struggles to prove these problems are service-related; and 

WHEREAS, In 2011, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies of Science (NAS) released its results of the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans and Agent Orange Exposure Report, which found no consistent evidence to suggest “Blue Water Navy” veterans were at higher or lower risk and were unable to state with certainty that “Blue Water Navy” veterans were or were not exposed to dioxins from Agent Orange; and  
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WHEREAS, Current legislation is seeking to reverse the Veterans Administration’s decision preventing “Blue Water Navy” military retirees and veterans from claiming presumptive status for the diseases associated with Agent Orange exposure; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of New York in Convention assembled in Albany, New York, July 17,18,19, 2014, that it urge Congress to amend Title 38 U.S. Code, Section 1116, presumptions of service connection for diseases associated with exposure to certain herbicide agents; presumption of exposure for Veterans who served in the Republic of Vietnam. § (a)(1) and (f), and Section 1710. Eligibility for hospital, nursing home and domiciliary care. § (e)(4), by inserting, “including the territorial seas of such Republic”, after, ‘served in the Republic of Vietnam’ each place it appears; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, That if adopted, this resolution be forwarded to the National Organization assembled August 26, 27, 28, 2014, in Charlotte, North Carolina, for its consideration. 
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