
Since our inception, The American Legion realized a need to care for 
and to protect our nation’s most valuable resource – our children.  In 
1925, our National Child Welfare Division adopted the “whole child” 
plan. This provides that “the child of every veteran should have a home, 
health, education, character and opportunity,” and is founded on three 
guiding principles:

— To strengthen the family unit against the forces  
of today’s complex society.

— To extend support to organizations and facilities  
providing services for children.

— To maintain a well-rounded program that meets  
the needs of today’s young people.

This publication was designed to provide a brief description of some key programs of The American 
Legion National Commission on Children & Youth.  A complete list of standing resolutions, as well as 
additional information and promotional materials, may be found under the Children & Youth section 
of the Legion Web page located at www.legion.org.

The American Legion

The American Legion National Commission on Children & Youth



Family Support Network
1-800-504-4098

Electronic Application
www.legion.org/familysupport/assistance

Additional Information and Resources
www.legion.org/familysupport

Publications
Family Support Network Brochure (24-010) 

Temporary Financial Assistance
Publications
Temporary Financial Assistance Brochure (24-008)

Family Emphasis
The family is the cornerstone of American society; however, modern society 
places demands on the family that didn’t exist in years past – demands that 
can deteriorate family strength and unity. The family emphasis programs of 
The American Legion National Commission on Children & Youth seek to 
promote the importance of family strength and integrity. 

Family support NEtwork 
The American Legion recognizes that families of deployed and activated 
military personnel face special difficulties and hardships. With the help of 
the Family Support Network they do not have to shoulder this burden alone. 
Families can connect to local American Legion Family members by requesting 
assistance through the nation-wide toll free number or electronic application. 
Legionnaires at the post level then provide assistance that can range from 
minor household chores and repairs, completing a Temporary Financial 
Assistance application, to connecting the family to existing local programs.

tEmporary FiNaNcial assistaNcE (tFa) 
TFA is the landmark program of the National Commission on Children 
& Youth and was established in 1925, as a form of direct aid to children. 
Through TFA, a post can call upon the National Organization for cash 
assistance to help maintain the basic needs of veterans’ children. Funds are 
granted to eligible families when it has been determined by investigation 
that the child is in need and that all other local resources have been 
exhausted or are not available to provide the required assistance. TFA 
can help families in meeting the costs of shelter, food, utilities and health 
expense items when the parents are unable to do so, thereby affording the 
child, or children, a more stable home environment. 

The veteran does not have to be a member of The American Legion, but 
they must be eligible and there must be minor children in the home. 
Eligible children include biological children of an eligible veteran or 
children in the legal custody of an eligible veteran. TFA applications are 
obtained and must be submitted through the Department Children & 
Youth Chairman or Department Adjutant.



Operation: Military Kids
Web site
www.usda-army-ydp.org/omk

opEratioN: military kids
When National Guard and Reserve parents are mobilized, their children 
suddenly have unique needs for special support and services. Operation: 
Military Kids exists to garner community resources to provide the 
needed support and to highlight the challenges these children face. The 
American Legion is a proud partner of this program and urges support 
from all levels of the organization to assist the children of our comrades 
while they serve our nation. 

child hEalth & wEll BEiNg 
The American Legion believes that every child should have access to adequate 
healthcare. We have partnered with several organizations that share this 
philosophy. Our collective effort to improve the quality of life for children is 
making a difference in the lives of millions of children every year.  

childrEN’s orgaN traNsplaNt 
associatioN (cota)
Everyday 15,000 children are waiting for an organ transplant and another 
5,000 are in need of a bone marrow transplant. COTA exists to assist 
families in raising funds to assist with lifesaving organ and bone marrow 
transplants. All monies raised are tax deductible and stay local to assist the 
family transplant-related expenses.

roNald mcdoNald housE charitiEs  
pop taB collEctioN program
This national fundraising project encourages the collection of aluminum 
pop tabs to support local Ronald McDonald Houses. This program helps 
raise funds to provide housing for financially challenged families with 
seriously ill or injured children who must undergo medical treatment at a 
children’s hospital.



Special Olympics
Web site
www.specialolympics.org

Children’s Miracle Network
Web site 
www.childrensmiraclenetworkhospitals.org

 Publications
Children’s Miracle Network Brochure (24-024)

spEcial olympics
Special Olympics is an international nonprofit organization dedicated to 
empowering individuals with intellectual disabilities to become physically 
fit, productive and respected members of society through sports training 
and competition.  Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Special 
Olympics provides year-round sports training and competition to 2.5 mil-
lion adults and children with intellectual disabilities across 165 countries.  

The Special Olympics movement offers one of the world’s greatest 
platforms for acceptance and inclusion for all people–regardless of 
race, religion, ethnicity or cultural differences.  Find 
out how you can become involved by contacting 
your Department Headquarters or Department 
Children & Youth Chairman.

The National Commission on Children 
& Youth urges all its posts, districts and 
departments to work with and support Special Olympics programs to 
increase community awareness and opportunities for children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities and to foster public acceptance of differences.

childrEN’s miraclE NEtwork hospitals
Children need specialized care and equipment that 
only children’s hospitals can provide. Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals provide state-of-the art 
care, life-saving research and preventative education 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Every year, Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals treat 17 million children 
for every disease and injury imaginable, impacting 
the lives of more children than any other children’s 
organization in the world.

The American Legion’s ongoing commitment to 
improve the quality of life for our nation’s children 
parallels Children’s Miracle Network Hospital’s own mission. Supporting 
Children’s Miracle Network hospitals in their efforts to provide quality 



Mercy Medical Airlift
Web site
www.mercymedical.org

Gateway Drugs
Publications
Gateway Drugs Brochure (24-006)

health care to all children is the right thing to do and is a natural for The 
American Legion Family.

A corporate partner since 1998, The American Legion family has 
contributed over $4 million for Children’s Miracle Network hospitals to 
ensure that the best care is available whenever children need it.

mErcy mEdical airliFt
Mercy Medical Airlift (MMA) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to serving people in situations 
of compelling human need through the provision 
of charitable air transportation. MMA is totally 
supported through charitable giving and the services of 
volunteer pilots and office assistants.

child saFEty
The American Legion National Commission on Children & Youth believes 
that child safety is everybody’s business. Prevention through education remains 
the best way to keep children safe. To promote child safety, the Commission 
publishes several useful brochures designed to educate children and parents 
and supports numerous national initiatives to keep children 
safe. 

gatEway drugs
Alcohol, tobacco, inhalants and marijuana are often 
readily available and considered to be the entryway to a 
life of drug dependency and delinquency. Gateway drugs 
are so-called because the use of these drugs often leads 
to drug abuse, addiction and to the use of other drugs 
such as heroin, cocaine and LSD. The Commission asks 
all members of The American Legion Family to educate 
parents and children in their communities about the 
dangers of gateway drugs. 



Warning Signs
Publications
Warning Signs of Youth Suicide Brochure (24-005)

Halloween Safety
Publications
Halloween a Fun and Safe Night Brochure (24-012)

warNiNg sigNs 
The National Commission on Children & Youth rec-
ognizes the serious, yet often overlooked, problem that 
continues to plague our nation’s youth: suicide. Suicide 
is a tragic and senseless act of desperation. Suicide is 
never a pleasant topic, but one that must be brought 
out in open discussion to combat its devastating effects 
on our youth. As a responsible society, we must equip 
ourselves with the facts, dispel the misconceptions, 
and learn the warning signs of youth suicide.

hallowEEN saFEty
As long as Halloween activities are sponsored and 
promoted in our various communities by duly appointed and elected 
officials, the National Commission on Children of Youth of The American 
Legion believes children and parents should know how to make this 
observance as safe as possible. This annual program continues to be one of 
our most popular.

missiNg childrEN 
The American Legion encourages posts to provide or assist in making 
available child identification activities to give parents a means of providing 
this information to authorities should the need arise. In addition, all levels 
of the organization are encouraged to increase the public’s awareness of 
child victimization and its detrimental effects on the children and youth of 
our society and to cooperate with credible organizations and agencies that 
seek to locate missing children in their states and communities. 



Child Welfare Foundation
317-630-1202

American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1055  
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Web site
www.cwf-inc.org

Publications
Child Welfare Foundation Brochure (25-005)

The American Legion Endowment Fund
317-630-1323

The American Legion Endowment Fund Corporation  
c/o The American Legion National Headquarters  
P.O. Box 1055  
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Publications
Endowment Fund Brochure (24-034)

thE amEricaN lEgioN  
childrEN’s charitiEs

thE amEricaN lEgioN  
child wElFarE FouNdatioN 
The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, is “dedicated to the betterment of all children.”  Its purpose:

To contribute to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs of children 
and youth through the dissemination of knowledge about new and innovative 
organizations and their programs.

To make wider, more effective use of the knowledge already possessed by 
well-established organizations to the end that such information will benefit 
youth and be more adequately used by society.

The Child Welfare Foundation accomplishes these goals each year by 
awarding grants to nonprofit youth-serving organizations for the explicit 
use of disseminating information that conforms to the Foundation’s 
purpose. Since 1954, over $11.8 million has been granted to help deserving 
organizations produce and disseminate current and valuable information.

thE amEricaN lEgioN ENdowmENt FuNd
The Endowment Fund Corporation is a 501(c)(3) organization. Funds for 
the operation of the Temporary Financial Assistance program are provided 
from a share of the earnings of the Endowment Fund.

In 1925, World War I had been over for six years, but for veterans and their 
widows and children, the years had been a continuing struggle to adjust to 
the war’s aftermath. The members of The American Legion, aware of the 
grave responsibility entrusted to them by those who had served, knew the 
time had come to take action. More than 900,000 Legionnaires, American 
Legion Auxiliary members, and other American citizens joined the 
campaign, raising nearly $5 million and establishing The American Legion 
Endowment Fund.



For more information or  
to request materials contact:
The American Legion
Americanism and Children & Youth Division
P.O. Box 1055  
Indianapolis, IN 46206

Phone
317-630-1323

E-mail
acy@legion.org
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