RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	7

	Subject
	Support Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Veterans for Common Sense v. Erick Shenseki # 08-16728


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, The American Legion has historically protected the rights and benefits due our Veterans and recognizes that Veterans who return home suffering from psychological maladies are entitled by law to disability benefits to sustain themselves and their families as they regain their health; and

WHEREAS, at the present time it takes an average of more than four years for the Department of Veterans Affairs to fully adjudicate a Veteran’s claim for benefits, covering health care and adjudication of service-connected death and disability compensation claims, and during that time many claims are made moot by death; and 

WHEREAS,  the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Veterans for Common Sense v. Erick Shenseki #08-16728 ruled that these delays violate the Veterans due process rights to receive the care and benefits they are guaranteed by statute for harms and injuries sustained while serving our country; now,  therefore be it

RESOLVED, by The American Legion, Department of New York in Convention assembled July 14, 15, 16, 2011 in Binghamton, NY that it unanimously support the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling, Common Sense V. Erick Shenseki #08-16728, and urge the President and Congress to remedy this injustice by whatever means possible, without delay; and, be it finally

RESOLVED, that, if adopted, this Resolution be forwarded to the National Organization in Convention assembled August 26 – September 1, 2011 in Minneapolis, MN for its consideration.
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