RESOLUTION
	Resolution No.
	24

	Subject
	National Cemetery Honor Guards


Referred to Convention Resolutions Committee
WHEREAS, The Houston National Cemetery does not allow graveside services by volunteer honor guards that include a reference to God, and

WHEREAS, This policy is purportedly pursuant to a memorandum of the undersecretary of Veterans’ Affairs for Memorial Affairs dated November 1, 2007, and

WHEREAS, This policy involves prior restraint of speech and religion in violation of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, and

WHEREAS, The American Legion and other veterans have challenged this policy in the United States District Court, now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion, Department of New York, in Convention assembled in Binghamton, New York July 14, 15, and 16, 2011 that the Department of Veterans’ Affairs should forthwith amend the November 1, 2007 memorandum of the Undersecretary of Veterans’ Affairs for Ceremonial Affairs on Honor Guard Funeral Flags to guarantee the freedom of volunteer honor guards at National Cemeteries to use their established ceremonies, even if they have religious content, and be it further

RESOLVED, that Congress pass legislation guaranteeing the right of volunteer honor guards at National Cemeteries to use their established ceremonies, even if they have religious content, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the department support litigation to guarantee the rights of volunteer honor guards, and be it finally 

RESOLVED, that if adopted, this resolution be forwarded to the national organization of The American Legion for consideration at its convention to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota on August 30, 31, and September 1, 2011
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